GOATS & SHEEP: WHAT
YOU NEED TO KNOW
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FIRST LESSON!

Ruminants include cattle, sheep, goats, buffalo, deer, elk, and
camels. These animals have a digestive system that is uniquely
different from our own. Instead of one compartment to the stomach
they have four. Of the four compartments the rumen is the largest
section and the main digestive center. The rumen is filled with billio
of tiny microorganisms that are able to break down grass and ot
coarse vegetation. Partially chewed fiber goes into the large ru
where it is stored and broken down into balls of “cud”. Once
animal will rest and “chew his cud". The cud is then swallo

again where it will pass into the next three compartments—the
reficulum, the omasum and the true stomach, the abomasum.

SO, SHEEP AND GOATS
ARE SMALL RUMINANTS!




MAJOR DIFFERENCE:
SHEEP AND GOATS
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SHEEP AND GOATS ARE PRETTY MUCH
THE SAME ANIMAL WITH BOTH BEING
SMALL RUMINANTS, AND THEREFORE
CAN BE MANAGED IN PRETTY MUCH

THE SAME FASHION. THERE ARE SMALl/
DIFFERENCES IN COPPER LEVELS, AS /
WELL AS GRAZING AND BROWII
PREFERENCES.

HAIR SHEEP 101




HAIR SHEEP..

BREEDS..




HAIR COMPARED TO WOOL...
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SHEEP AND GOAT NUTRITION,
HEALTH, REPRODUCTION, ETC.

SO.....MOST MANAGEMENT
PRACTICES ARE THE SAME FOR BOTH




LET'S LOOK AT MEAT GOAT (HAIR SHEEP)
MANAGEMENT, NUTRITION, &
REPRODUCTION....WITH OUR PRIMARY
CONCENTRATION ON MEAT GOATS

MEAT GOAT (HAIR SHEEP) 101
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TYPES OF MEAT GOATS
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GOAT MANAGEMENT COVERS
THE RAISING AND CARING FOR
GOATS INCLUDING:
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HOW MANY GOATS CAN | RAISE?

THERE IS REALLY NO “BEST” WAY TO
RAISE GOATS (SHEEP). EXCEPT!
THE MOST ECONOMICAL WAY POSSIBL

DO YOU WORK FOR THE GOATS?
DO THE GOATS WORK FOR YOU~
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What factors are most important to
insure a successful goat enterprise?

Nutrition
Reproduction
Health
Facilities
Marketing

NUTRITION..




NUTRITION..
WHAT DO | FEED MY GOATS?

DOE NUTRITION..




DRY PERIOD..
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BREEDING PERIOD..
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EARLY GESTATION..
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LATE GESTATION..




LACTATION..

BUCK NUTRITION..




REPRODUCTION: EQUALS
ECONOMIC SUCCESS!

REPRODUCTION..
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REPRODUCTION..

WHEN TO BREED....




HOW MANY BABIES DO GOATS
USUALLY HAVE?

SHOULD | CASTRATE MY BUCK KIDS?




MEAT GOAT
HEALTH & DISEASE, PARASITES,
AND FACILITIES




HEALTH..
MOST IMPORTANT THE LAST TRIMESTER

HEALTH
KIDDING TIME




HEALTH..
KIDS 1 TO 4 WEEKS OF AGE

MOST COMMON HEALTH PROBLEM
FOR GOATS IN THE SOUTHERN U.S.
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HEALTH..

THE FAMACHA® SYSTEM

FOR ASSESSING ANEMIA AND BARBER POLE WORM INFECTION IN SMALL RUMINANTS

The FAMACHA® system should be used as part of an integrated parasite
management program that employs other best management practices.
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HEALTH..
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CONTROLLING INTERNAL
PARASITES
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CONTROLLING INTERNAL
PARASITES

CONTROLLING INTERNAL
PARASITES
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THE TAKE HOME MESSAGE!!!

HEALTH..
DIGESTIVE PROBLEMS




WHAT ABOUT COCCIDIA?

**IS A SERIOUS PROBLEMS IN KID GOATS**
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*Rumensin®, Bovatec®, and Deccox® are toxic to horses, donkeys, and mules.***
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HOOF PROBLEMS




RESPIRATORY PROBLEMS




RESPIRATORY SYMPTOMS

COUGHING, NASAL DISCHARGE, CONGESTION,
WHEEZING, SNEEZING, FEVER-NOT ALWAYS INFECTIOUS!

QUICK HITS

@
/




URINARY CALCULI

URINARY CALCULI




URINARY CALCULI

OVEREATING AND TETANUS




OVEREATING AND TETANUS
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OTHER DISEASES OF CONCERN
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FEDERAL SCRAPIE PROGRAM

FACILITIES..
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FACILITIES..

FENCING..




PREDATORS..

ALWAYS COVER YOUR
BACKSIDE!

KNOW HOW TO SURVIVE IF THINGS
START GOING WRONG... -

KNOW YOUR LIMITS...




information

For more
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