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MUSCADINE
WREATHS

for the
Farmer Florist

Muscadines are native to Mississippi and grow wild throughout the state. Naturally

adaptable, resistant to insects and disease, and boasting long vine life, muscadines are a
great addition for farmer florist production systems.

PRODUCTION

Muscadines thrive in fertile, well-drained, feet apart to allow the main arms to grow
sandy-loam soils. Good aeration and 7¥2-10 feet horizontally in each direction.
slightly acidic soil will promote healthy Recommended spacing between rows is at
muscadine vines. Muscadines are least 12 feet.

well-adapted to the relatively warm win-

ters of the South and can withstand the Begin training the vines when the shoots

high levels of precipitation common in are approximately 1 foot long. Choose

the region. However, in times of drought,  the strongest shoot and remove the rest.

consistent irrigation is necessary. Drip irri- Tie the shoot to a stake to ensure the vine

gation is recommended for supplemental  grows upright toward the horizontal wire.

moisture. When the shoot reaches the wire (usually
within one season), pinch out the terminal,

Muscadines are grown on trellises. For small ~ which will force two to three lateral buds.

production areas, a simple, single horizontal

wire attached at 5% feet above the ground Select the two strongest laterals and tie

to posts spaced 15-20 feet apart is sufficient. ~ them loosely to the wire, one on each side

Muscadines may be planted from Novem- of the main shoot.

ber through February. Space plants 20






Begin by weaving a long length of grape-
vine intfo a circular shape.

Repeat, creating three to five of these
circles.




S,

Stack the circles on top of each other, then

spiral another grapevine length or two
around the stack to hold them in place.
Use several of these spiraling vines to es-
tablish a semi-rigid wreath.

The completed wreath does not need to
be a perfect, clean circle. Indeed, it may
display renegade stems and a slightly
asymmetrical shape. These give the wreath
character, are perfect for adding flowers
and trims, and are a gentle reminder of the
Mississippi countryside.

Some producers may want to sell decorat-
ed wreaths. A simple method is to attach
a tied cluster of permanent botanical (silk)
flowers to a wreath. Materials include plas-
tic cable ties, coral gerbera daisies, white/
peach tulips, dogwood, and peach rib-
bon. You will need wire cutters and ribbon
shears for this project.

Gather all the flowers together. Nestle larger
flowers tfoward the center of the bouquet,
and keep the dogwood branches long.
They will follow the curve of the wreath.

Bind the stems tightly with a single cable fie.
Note that you can spiral one or two very
long stems to appear like grapevines, but
keep this to just a few; otherwise, it calls too
much attention to the frantic-appearing silk
flower stemes.




Atftach the flower bunch to the wreath with
a second cable tie. Include several grape-
vine stems in the attachment to ensure the
design is secure.

Tie a length of ribbon around the entire
aftachment of stems. Create a knot just
above the cable tie's buckle. This will help
keep the ribbon in place without much
slipping.

Tie the ribbon into a simple, shoestring bow.

Gently bend the wire-stemmed silk flowers
into place. Allow flowers at the focal area
to look toward the viewer, while all others

radiate outward foward the top and bot-
tfom of the design.




Display the wreath as a sample of what
your creative customers can do. Do not

) forget to add a price tag to the design.
Add a cable fie to the rear top of the You may find that it is necessary to make
design to act as a hanger. Do not tighten it more of these samples because many

foo much, and leave enough loop space customers would rather purchase a finished

for it to hang. product.
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