
Upcoming events:  
• November 11—White Sand Re-

search Unit Field Day, Poplarville, 
MS, 9:00 A.M. 

• November 13—Mississippi BCIA Fall 
Bull Sale, Hinds Community College 
Bull Sale Facility, Raymond, MS 

• November 22—Stockmanship and 
Stewardship Mississippi, Kirk Ford-
ice Equine Center, Jackson, MS 

• January 20—Mississippi BCIA Spring 
Bull Sale nomination deadline 

• February 6—MBCIA Annual Mem-
bership Meeting, Trade Mart, Jack-
son, MS, 1:00 P.M. 

• February 10—Cattlemen’s Exchange 
Producer Sale consignment dead-
line for April 2009 sale 

• March 5—Hinds CC Bull Test Sale 
and Mississippi BCIA Spring Bull 
Sale, Hinds Community College Bull 
Sale Facility, Raymond, MS 

• April 7—Cattlemen’s Exchange 
Producer Sale (feeder calf board 
sale), E E Ranches, Winona, MS 
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Mississippi Producer Registration Update 

Purchasing bulls and replacement females 
from Mississippi breeders allows local pro-
ducers to capitalize on reduced freight costs, 
breed leading genetics, local customer ser-
vice, and cattle adaptability advantages. The 
November 13, 2008 MBCIA Fall Bull Sale 
scheduled for noon at Hinds Community Col-
lege in Raymond, MS  is one of these quality 
local purchasing opportunities. 
 
Adaptation is the ability of an animal to ad-
just to a different environment in which it 
was not developed. This does not necessar-
ily mean a complete adjustment for cattle 
coming in to a new region. Cattle that fail to 
adapt to their environment become stressed 
and will not perform to their genetic poten-
tial. Body condition scores, body weight 
maintenance, growth performance, milk pro-
duction, conception rates, weaning rates, 

respiratory rates, body temperatures, and 
hair coats are impacted. 
 
To improve adaptability, select animals de-
veloped in the region in which they will be 
used. Select animals within herd that are 
more efficient. Be aware that herd health 
concerns vary across regions, and know that 
disease risks of animals brought in from 
other regions may be very different from cat-
tle purchased locally. Implement a sound 
herd health program to address disease 
challenges. 
 
The Bottom Line 
Purchasing cattle within same environment 
has advantages. Mississippi breeders have 
proven that they can supply quality beef cat-
tle genetics. Buying Mississippi beef cattle 
genetics is worth a premium. Shop here first. 

Over the past 15 months Mississippi live-
stock producers have increased efforts to 
participate in the Mississippi Animal Disease 
and Disaster Preparedness Program. 
 
As of October 14, 2008: 
9 5,559 Mississippi livestock operations 

have voluntarily participated in the pro-
gram 

9 This accounts for 19.0% of the 29,312 
estimated livestock operations in Missis-
sippi 

9 Mississippi ranks 28th for producer par-
ticipation among states with similar pro-
grams 

9 Mississippi ranks 8th nationally among 
new producer participation since July 
2007 

9 Mississippi’s program has grown by 
289.6% since July 2007 

9 Mississippi’s program has grown by 
364.4% since January 2007 

Program sign-up involves 3 simple steps. 
Step 1) Fill out a producer registration form. 
Step 2) Return a completed producer regis-
tration form to the State Veterinarian’s office 
at the Mississippi Board of Animal Health. 
Mississippi Board of Animal Health 
State Veterinarian, Dr. Jim Watson 
P. O. Box 3889, Jackson, MS 39207 
jimw@mdac.state.ms.us 
601.359.1170 
Step 3) Receive a unique producer registra-
tion confirmation in the mail. The registered 
location is now covered under the program. 
 
For more information on disease and disas-
ter preparedness, contact an office of the 
Mississippi Board of Animal Health, Missis-
sippi State University Extension Service, or a 
local veterinarian. Information is also avail-
able at http://msucares.com/livestock/
beef/diseasedisaster.html. 
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Mississippi BCIA has a long history of promoting 
beef cattle improvement and quality genetics 

through annual bull sales 
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Mississippi BCIA annual bull sale dates include 
the first Thursday in March in conjunction 

with the Hinds Bull Test Sale 
and the second Thursday in November 

Celebrating 40 years of Mississippi BCIA bull sales 

Buy Mississippi bulls — Productivity and Quality 



Phones: 662-325-7466, 662-325-7465  
Fax: 662-325-8873 
Email: jparish@ads.msstate.edu 
           jrhinehart@ads.msstate.edu 
 

Send questions or comments to Jane Parish or 
Justin Rhinehart, Extension Beef Specialists, 
Mississippi State University 
Extension Service 
 
 
Mississippi State University does not discriminate on 
the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, 
sexual orientation or group affiliation, age, disability, 
or veteran status. 

Mississippi Beef Cattle Improvement Assn. 
Box 9815 
Mississippi State, MS 39762 

V i s i t  M B C I A  o n l i n e  a t  
h t t p : / / ms u c a r e s . c o m/
l i v e s t oc k / b ee f / mb c i a /  

MBCIA Membership Application 

Name:____________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________ 

City:______________________________________________  

County:_________________  State:________   Zip:________ 

Phone:________________  Email:______________________ 

(Check one)  Seedstock:____  Commercial:____ 

Cattle breed(s):_____________________________________ 

 
Completed applications and $5 annual dues or $100 life-
time dues payable to Mississippi BCIA should be mailed to: 
 

Mississippi Beef Cattle Improvement Association 
Jane Parish, Extension Beef Cattle Specialist 
Box 9815, Mississippi State, MS 39762 
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BCIA Genetic Profit Tips — November 2008 
Most producers do not consider the long-term effects of a se-
lection decision, but rather consider what that particular sire 

will add to next year’s calf crop. The 
potential time-span for a single selec-
tion decision from the perspective of a 
seedstock breeder and that seedstock 
breeder’s commercial customer is illus-
trated in Figure 1. The seedstock 
breeder makes a selection and mating 
decision in spring; the offspring are 
born the following year and weaned. 
Bull calves are selected for develop-
ment in that same year. The year after, 
year 3, the bulls chosen for develop-
ment are sold and used in the commer-
cial herd. The offspring of these com-
mercial matings are born in year 4. If 
those offspring are sold as weaned 
calves, the first income for the commer-
cial producer arrives four years after the 
seedstock breeder’s original selection 
decision. If the commercial producer 
retains ownership of the calves, the first 
income may not be realized until year 5. 
So a mating in a seedstock herd made 
this year may not realize income for the 
commercial producer until year 5. 
 
 

Source:  National Beef Cattle Evaluation 
Consortium. 2006. 
Beef Sire Selection Manual. 

Long-Term Effects of Selection Decisions 
 
The best methods for evaluating a 
genetic improvement program’s ef-
fects on profitability also consider 
the effects of time. The length be-
tween the selection decision and 
payback resulting from that decision 
often spans many years, and in a 
perfect system, the potential effect 
on profitability would be evaluated 
before the selection decision is 
made. Take the example of the 
breeder who is selling weaned 
calves and retaining a portion of the 
heifers as replacements. Weaning 
weight is positively (and unfavorably) 
correlated to mature weight, an indi-
cator of cow maintenance require-
ments. Selection for increased wean-
ing weight will increase mature size 
due to the correlated response in 
selection, thereby potentially in-
creasing the overall feed require-
ments of the herd and, in turn, in-
creasing costs of production. Selec-
tion decisions and genetic improve-
ment goals should be evaluated in 
the context of the complete time-
span for ramifications of the selec-
tion decision. 


