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ABSTRACT

In this issue, Dr. Posadas compiled and summarized the economic contributions of
seafood restaurants in the entire U.S. and Gulf regional economies from 2011 to 2017.
The trends in the number, wages, salaries, and earnings of workers and owners of full-
service restaurants were presented from 2014 to 2020. The socioeconomic
characteristics of workers and owners in 2016 and 2020 were compared. These long-
term data on seafood and full-service restaurants illustrate the significance of the
industry in the national and Gulf economies. The direct impacts of the global pandemic
on full-service restaurants are presented in annual percent changes.
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ECONOMIC CONTRIBUTIONS OF SEAFOOD RESTAURANTS

An economic contribution measures the gross change in economic activity
associated with an industry, event, or policy in an existing regional economy. This
newsletter presents two types of economic contributions — employment or jobs and
output or sales. The output or sales contributions are expressed in dollars for a
specified year. Employment or jobs contributions are expressed in terms of a mix of
both full-time and part-time employment.

During the past seven years, the annual sales contributions of seafood
restaurants to the U.S. economy averaged $27 billion. The seafood restaurants created
more than 520,000 jobs per year (Fig. 1). However, these data are over three years old.
No recent updates are currently available from NOAA Fisheries.
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Figure 1. Sales and jobs contributions of the U.S. seafood restaurants. Source of raw
data: NOAA Fisheries. https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/.

The annual sales contributions of seafood restaurants to GOM regional economy
averaged $3.1 billion. The seafood restaurants created more than 53,000 jobs per year
in the GOM region (Fig. 2). There are no current updates since 2017.
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Sales and Job Contributions of Gulf of Mexico Region Seafood Restaurants

i 1

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 M"‘Z’[‘Jﬂ“e

2,803,716 | 2933410 | 3103223 | 3,557,391 | 3043937 & 3135502 | 3505944 | 3154732 |
57,887 49,738 56,765 63,284 45519 48,416 52,244 53,408

ousanddollars
5 L n
I 8 8
o o

Figure 2. Sales and jobs contributions of the GOM seafood restaurants. Source of raw
data: NOAA Fisheries. https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/.

U.S. FULL-SERVICE RESTAURANTS (FSR) GROSS REGIONAL
PRODUCT

This U.S. FSR industry comprises establishments primarily engaged in providing
food services to patrons who order and are served while seated (i.e., waiter/waitress
service) and pay after eating. These establishments may provide this type of food
service to patrons in combination with selling alcoholic beverages, providing carryout
services, or presenting live nontheatrical entertainment.

The gross regional product (GRP), also called regional gross domestic product
(GDP), is the market value of all goods and services produced within a given area over
a specific period and is a good measure of the size, income, and productivity of a
regional economy (EMSI, 2021).

The GRP of FSR’s in the U.S. reached over $200 billion per year during recent
years. However, the GRP of FSR’s in the U.S significantly declined in 2020 by 25
percent.
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In the GOM region, the GRP of FSR’s averaged $34.6 billion per year or 19
percent of the U.S. during the past seven years. In 2020, the GRP of the FSR’s in the
GOM region significantly fell by 17 percent.

U.S. AND GULF OF MEXICO REGION GROSS REGIONAL PRODUCT OF
FULL-SERVICE RESTAURANTS
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Figure 3. Gross regional products of U.S. and GOM full-service restaurants. Source of
raw data: EMSI. https://e.economicmodeling.com.

The GRP of FSR’s in Alabama reached $2 billion per year during recent years.
The GRP of FSR’s in Mississippi was moving toward $1 billion per year during

recent years.
The GRP of FSR’s in Louisiana exceeded $2 billion per year during recent years.
However, during the global pandemic, significant declines in the GRPs were

observed.
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Northern Gulf of Mexico Full-Service RestaurantWorkers & Owners
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Figure 4. Gross regional products of the Northern Gulf of Mexico states full-service
restaurants. Source of raw data: EMSI. https://e.economicmodeling.com.

e The GRP of FSR’s in Alabama significantly declined in 2020 by 14 percent.
¢ 1In 2020, the GRP of the FSR’s in Mississippi significantly fell by 11 percent.
e The GRP of FSR’s in Louisiana significantly declined in 2020 by 20 percent.

FULL-SERVICE RESTAURANTS’ (FSR) EMPLOYMENT AND WAGES,
SALARIES, AND EARNINGS

FSR’s directly provided over 5.2 million jobs per year in the U.S. during the past
seven years. About 26 percent of FSR jobs in the U.S. were lost due to the global
pandemic in 2020.
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The five GOM states (AL, FL, LA, MS, and TX) added 20 percent of the FSR jobs
during the period. Approximately 19 percent of the FSR jobs in the GOM were lost in
2020 due to the global pandemic (Fig 5).

U.S. and Gulf of Mexico States Full-Service RestaurantWorkers & Owners
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Figure 5. U.S. and Gulf of Mexico states full-service restaurants employees, self-
employed, and extended proprietors. Source of raw data: EMSI.
https://e.economicmodeling.com.

e FSR’s provided 65,000 jobs per year in the Alabama but lost 19 percent of these
jobs in 2020.

e FSR’s created 34,000 jobs per year in the Mississippi but lost 15 percent of these
jobs in 2020.

e FSR’s generated 73,000 jobs per year in the Louisiana but lost 22 percent of
these jobs in 2020 (Fig. 6).
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Northern Gulf of Mexico Full-Service Restaurant Workers & Owners
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Figure 6. Northern Gulf of Mexico states full-service restaurants employees, self-
employed, and extended proprietors. Source of raw data: EMSI.
https://e.economicmodeling.com.

The combined wages, salaries, and proprietor earnings of all workers and
owners in the U.S. averaged more than $21,467 per person the past seven years
(Fig. 7).

The annual pay of workers and owners in the five Gulf of Mexico States
averaged $21,383 per person or 99 percent of the national average.

Mississippi added about 34,000 jobs per year during the past seven years with
annual wages, salaries, and earnings about 80 percent of the national average.
Alabama created about 65,000 jobs per year during the past seven years with
annual wages, salaries, and earnings about 86 percent of the national average.
Louisiana generated about 73,000 jobs per year during the past seven years with
annual wages, salaries, and earnings about 92 percent of the national average.
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U.S. Full-Service Restaurant Employment & Wages, Salaries & Earnings
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Figure 7. U.S. full-service restaurants employees, self-employed, and extended
proprietors and wages, salaries, and earnings. Source of raw data: EMSI.
https://e.economicmodeling.com.

INDUSTRY BREAKDOWN OF FULL-SERVICE RESTAURANTS (FSR)
EMPLOYEES AND OWNERS BY GENDER

The 2020 industrial overview released by EMSI (April 2021) showed that
approximately 46.9 percent were males (Table 1). About 53.1 percent of the workers
and owners were females.

In the Gulf States, 47.3 percent of the FSR workers and owners are males. While
52.7 percent of the FSR workers and owners are females.
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I

Socio-Demographic Characteristics of Workers and Owners of Restaurants

Industry Gender Breakdown

United States

Gulf of Mexico States

Gender

2020 Jobs

2020 Percent

2020 Jobs

2020 Percent

Males

1,958,011

46.9%

430,384

47.3%

Females

2,217,860

53.1%

480,255

52.7%

Total

4175871

100.0%

910,640

100.0%

Table 1. Distribution of U.S. and Gulf of Mexico States full-service restaurants

employees, self-employed, and extended proprietors by gender. Source of raw data:
EMSI. https://e.economicmodeling.com.

m 2016 Percent

m 2020 Percent

U.S. Full-Service Restaurants Workers and Owners By Gender.
Source: EMSI (2021).

Figure 8. Comparative distribution of U.S. full-service restaurants employees, self-

employed, and extended proprietors by gender in 2016 and 2020. Source of raw data:
EMSI. https://e.economicmodeling.com.
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The proportion of male workers and owners of FSR’s in the U.S. decreased from
47.4 to 46.9 percent from 2016 to 2020 (Fig. 8). There were relatively more women
workers and owners of FSR’s in the U.S. in 2020 compared to 2016.

INDUSTRY BREAKDOWN OF FULL-SERVICE RESTAURANTS (FSR)
EMPLOYEES AND OWNERS BY RACE OR ETHNICITY

The 2020 industrial overview disseminated by EMSI (April 2021) also categorized
the workers and owners by race or ethnicity (Table 2). Most of the FSR workers in the
U.S. are White (55.7%), followed by Hispanic (20.4%), African American (13.3%), and
Asian (7.4%). The rest are with two or more races (2.3%), Native Hawaiian (0.2%), and

American Indian (0.6%).

In the Gulf States, relatively more Hispanic (27.6%) and African American
(18.3%) workers and owners are involved in the FSR industry. Fewer White (46.4%)
and Asian (5.5%) workers and owners are engaged in FSR’s in the Gulf States.

Socio-Demographic Characteristics of Workers and Owners of Restaurants

Industry Race Breakdown

United States

Gulf of Mexico States

Race/Ethnicity

2020 Jobs

2020 Percent

2020 Jobs

2020 Percent

White

2,325,790

55.7%

422,706

46.4%

Hispanic or Latino

850,154

20.4%

251,679

27.6%

Black or African American

557,162

13.3%

166,328

18.3%

Asian

308,379

7.4%

49,720

5.5%

Two or More Races

97,624

2.3%

15,250

1.7%

American Indian or Alaska Native

26,705

0.6%

3,440

0.4%

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander

10,058

0.2%

1,517

0.2%

Total

4,175,871

100.0%

910,640

100.0%

Table 2. Distribution of full-service restaurants employees, self-employed, and extended
proprietors by race or ethnicity. Source of raw data: EMSI.

https://e.economicmodeling.com.

Relatively higher percentages of workers and owners in FSR’s in the U.S. were
observed among Hispanic, African American, and Asian workers and owners in 2020
(Fig. 9). Lower proportion was detected among White workers and owners in FSR’s in
the U.S. in 2020.
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U.S. Full-Service Restaurants Workers and Owners By Race.
Source: EMSI (2021).
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Figure 9. Comparative distribution of full-service restaurants employees, self-employed,
and extended proprietors by racial origin in 2016 and 2020. Source of raw data: EMSI.
https://e.economicmodeling.com.

INDUSTRY BREAKDOWN OF FULL-SERVICE RESTAURANTS (FSR)
EMPLOYEES AND OWNERS BY AGE

The 2020 industrial overview published by EMSI (April 2021) also classified the
workers and owners by age (Table 3).

4.4 percent of the U.S. FSR workers and owners are 65 + years old.
8.0 percent of the workers and owners were 55-64 years old.

The 45-54 years old group added 11.6 percent.

The 35-44 years old consisted of 16.1 percent.

The 25-34 years old added 23.2 percent.
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e 19-24 years old workers and owners consisted of 23 percent.
e The youngest employees and owners comprised the rest.

Workers and owners of FSR’s in the Gulf States are relatively older than the
national average. U.S. and Gulf FSR workers and owners averaged 33.8 and 34.1
years old, respectively.

I | |
Socio-Demographic Characteristics of Workers and Owners of Restaurants

Industry Age Breakdown United States Gulf of Mexico States
Age 2020 Jobs 2020 Percent | 2020 Jobs | 2020 Percent
14-18 570,185 13.7% 116,411 12.8%
19-24 961,024 23.0% 208,839 22.9%
25-34 967,824 23.2% 209,474 23.0%
35-44 672,412 16.1% 151,265 16.6%
45-54 486,017 11.6% 111,381 12.2%
55-64 334,405 8.0% 73,186 8.0%

65+ 184,004 4.4% 40,084 4.4%
Total 4175871 100.0% 910,640 100.0%
Average Age (vr) 33.8 341

Table 3. Distribution of full-service restaurants employees, self-employed, and extended
proprietors by age group. Source of raw data: EMSI. https://e.economicmodeling.com. \

Relatively more 65 & above, 55-64, 35-44, and 14-18 years-old FSR workers and
owners in the U.S. were reported in 2020. However, there was a decline among 45-54,
25-34, and 19-24 years-old FSR workers and owners in the U.S. in 2020.
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U.S. Full-Service Restaurants Workers and Owners By Age
Group. Source: EMSI (2021).
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Figure 10. Comparative distribution of full-service restaurants employees, self-
employed, and extended proprietors by age group in 2017 and 2020. Source of raw
data: EMSI. https://e.economicmodeling.com.

SUMMARY

. The economic contributions of U.S. seafood restaurants from 2011 to 2017
averaged $27 billion in sales and 520,000 jobs.

. The economic contributions of seafood restaurants in the Gulf of Mexico region from
2011 to 2017 averaged $3.1 billion in sales and 53,000 jobs.

. The annual gross regional products of full-service restaurants in the U.S. recently
reached over $200 billion but significantly fell by 25 percent in 2020.

. The full-service restaurants in the U.S. provided over 5.5 million jobs in recent years
but the global pandemic eliminated 26 percent in 2020.
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. The Covid-19 global pandemic caused significant reductions in sales, jobs and
incomes of workers and owners in 2020 in the Gulf region and individual states.

MY SEAFOOD AND FULL-SERVICE RESTAURNTS ECONOMICS
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