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ABSTRACT

In this issue, Dr. Posadas shows the long-term trends in the number, wages, salaries,
and earnings of workers and owners of seafood processing plants in the U.S. and Gulf
of Mexico states since 2001. He compared the socioeconomic characteristics of the
workers and owners in 2016 and 2020.
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MOST VALUED GULF PROCESSED SEAFOOD PRODUCTS

Seafood processing or seafood product preparation and packaging comprises of
establishments primarily engaged in one or more of the following: (1) canning seafood
(including soup); (2) smoking, salting, and drying seafood; (3) eviscerating fresh fish by
removing heads, fins, scales, bones, and entrails; (4) shucking and packing fresh
shellfish; (5) processing marine fats and oils; and (6) freezing seafood. Establishments
known as "floating factory ships" engaged in the gathering and processing of seafood
into canned seafood products are included in this industry (U.S. Bureau of Census,
https://www.census.gov/eos/www/naics/index.html).

The most valued species commercially landed in the Gulf of Mexico States and
processed by U.S. seafood processing plants are white and brown shrimp, menhaden,
oysters, and red snapper. The annual plant-gate value of breaded shrimp averaged
$341 million per year since 2010. Shucked oyster meats averaged $139 million during
the past decade. Menhaden meal and oil added $176 and $64 million, respectively.
About $0.84 million red snapper fillets were processed annually during the past decade.

AVERAGE U.S. PLANT-GATE VALUES OF SELECTED SEAFOOD PRODUCTS, 2010-19
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Figure 1. Most valued species commercial harvested in the Gulf of Mexico States and
processed by U.S. seafood processing plants in 2010-19. Source of raw data: NOAA
Fisheries. https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/.
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SEAFOOD PROCESSING EMPLOYMENT AND WAGES, SALARIES,
AND EARNINGS

The seafood processing industry directly provided almost 40,000 jobs per year in
the U.S. during the past decade (Figure 2). The five Gulf of Mexico states (AL, FL, LA,
MS, and TX) contributed about 24 percent of all the seafood processing jobs during the
period.

U.S. and Gulf of Mexico States Seafood Processing Workers and Owners
Source of raw data: EMSI (2021).
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Figure 2. Gulf of Mexico States and U.S. seafood processing employees, self-
employed, and extended proprietors. Source of raw data: EMSI.
https://e.economicmodeling.com.

The combined wages, salaries, and proprietor earnings (at constant 2020 prices)
of all the QCEW employees, non-QCEW employees, self-employed, and extended
proprietors averaged more than $44,000 per person the past decade (Figure 3). The
annual pay of workers and owners of seafood processing businesses in the five Gulf of
Mexico States averaged more than $34,000 per person or 77 percent of the national
average.
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U.S. Seafood Processing Employment and Wages, Salaries and Earnings
Source of raw data: EMSI (2021).
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Figure 3. U.S. seafood processing employees, self-employed, and extended proprietors
and wages, salaries, and earnings. Source of raw data: EMSI.
https://e.economicmodeling.com.

DISTRIBUTION OF SEAFOOD PROCESSING EMPLOYEES AND
OWNERS BY BY GENDER

The 2020 industrial overview released by EMSI (April 2021) showed that
approximately 63.6 percent were males (Table 1). About 36.4 percent of the seafood
processing workers and boat owners were females. In the Gulf States, 53.7 percent are
males, while 46.3 percent are females.

Socio-Demographic Characteristics of Workers and Owners of Seafood Processing Plants
United States Gulf of Mexico States

Industry Gender Breakdown

Gender

2020 Jobs

2020 Percent

2020 Jobs

2016 Percent

Males

23,576

63.6%

4,843

53.7%

Females

13,470

36.4%

4,172

46.3%

Total

37,046

100.0%

9,015

100.0%

Table 1. Distribution of seafood processing employees, self-employed, and extended
proprietors by gender. Source of raw data: EMSI. https://e.economicmodeling.com.
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The proportion of male workers and owners declined from 64.1 to 63.6 percent
from 2016 to 2020 in the entire U.S. seafood processing industry (Figure 4). This
downward trend resulted in relatively more women workers and owners entering the
seafood processing industry.

U.S. Processing Workers and Owners' Percent Distribution
By Gender. Source of raw data: EMSI (2021).

Females
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Figure 4. Comparative distribution of seafood processing employees, self-employed,
and extended proprietors by gender in 2016 and 2020. Source of raw data: EMSI.
https://e.economicmodeling.com.
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DISTRIBUTION OF SEAFOOD PROCESSING EMPLOYEES AND
OWNERS BY RACE OR ETHNICITY

The 2020 industrial overview disseminated by EMSI (April 2021) also categorized
the workers and owners by race or ethnicity (Table 2). Most of the workers are Whites
(42.4%), followed by Hispanic or Latino (23.3%), Asians (15.6%), and African
Americans (14.8%). The rest are with two or more races (0.7%), Native Americans or
Alaska Native (1.1%), and Native Hawaiians or Pacific Islanders (0.3%).

In the Gulf States, relatively more African Americans and Hispanics are engaged
in seafood processing. Fewer Whites and Asians are gainfully employed in seafood

processing.

Socio-Demographic Characteristics of Workers and Owners of Seafood Processing Plants

Industry Gender Breakdown

United States

Gulf of Mexico States

Race/Ethnicity

2020 Jobs

2020 Percent

2020 Jobs

2016 Percent

White

15,715

42.4%

2,753

30.5%

Asian

5,778

15.6%

769

8.5%

Native American or Alaska Native

415

1.1%

20

0.2%

Hispanic or Latino

8,641

23.3%

2,371

26.3%

Two or More Races

789

2.1%

138

1.5%

Black or African American

5,467

14.8%

2,960

32.8%

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander

241

0.7%

4

0.0%

Total

37,046

100.0%

9,015

100.0%

Table 2. Distribution of seafood processing employees, self-employed, and extended
proprietors by race or ethnicity. Source of raw data: EMSI.

https://e.economicmodeling.com.

Some changes in the 2020 race distribution of workers and owners contrasted to
the 2016 race distribution (Figure 5). Relatively lower percentages of workers and
owners were observed among Whites, Asian employees, and Native Americans. Higher
proportions were detected among Hispanics, African Americans, and Native Hawaiian
workers and owners in 2020.

Mississippi State University is an equal opportunity institution.

Page 6 of 10



https://e.economicmodeling.com/

U.S. Processing Workers and Owners' Percent Distribution
By Race. Source of raw data: EMSI (2021).
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Figure 5. Comparative distribution of seafood processing employees, self-employed,
and extended proprietors by racial origin in 2016 and 2020. Source of raw data: EMSI.
https://e.economicmodeling.com.

DISTRIBUTION OF SEAFOOD PROCESSING EMPLOYEES AND
OWNERS BY AGE

The 2020 industrial overview published by EMSI (April 2021) also classified the
workers and owners by age (Table 3). About 7.2 percent of the workers and owners are
65 years old and above. One out of five workers and owners were 55-64 years old. The
45-54 years old group added 22.7 percent of the total. The 35-44 years old consisted of
20.1 percent of all workers and owners. The younger employees and owners comprised
the rest of the workforce.
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The seafood processing workers and owners in the Gulf States are relatively
younger than the national average. Gulf workers and owners averaged 44.2 years old
compared to 44.4 years old among all U.S. workers and owners.

08% | 61 | 07%

6.8% 7.4%
21.5% 1,934 21.5%
20.1% 1,797 19.9%
22.7% 2,123 23.5%
20.9% 1,827 20.3%

7.2% 609 6.8%
100.0% 9,015 100.0%

Average Age (yr) 44.2
Table 3. Distribution of seafood processing employees, self-employed, and extended
proprietors by age group. Source of raw data: EMSI. https://e.economicmodeling.com.

Compared to the 2016 age profiles, seafood processing workers and owners
were about 0.3 years younger in 2020. Lower percentages of 65 years old and above
and 45-54 years old workers and owners were reported in 2020 compared to 2016
(Figure 6). However, there was a surge among 55-64 and 25-34 year old workers and
owners. Lower proportions were observed among 35-44 years old and below 19 years
old groups in 2020 compared to 2016.
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U.S. Processing Workers and Owners' Percent Distribution
By Age Group. Source of raw data: EMSI (2021).
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Figure 6. Comparative distribution of seafood processing employees, self-employed,
and extended proprietors by racial origin in 2016 and 2020. Source of raw data: EMSI.
https://e.economicmodeling.com.

MY GULF SEAFOOD PROCESSING ECONOMICS OUTREACH
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