
General Pest Management Workshop Agenda 
Thursday, January 23, 2020 

Central MS Research and Extension Center; Raymond, MS 
 

8:00-8:45 Registration 
 
8:45-9:00 Welcome 

 
Moderator:  Dr. Rebecca Melanson, Extension Plant Pathologist, CMREC/BCHEPP, MSU 
9:00-9:30 Disease Management Updates in Fruits, Vegetables, and Pecans 
  Dr. Rebecca Melanson, Extension Plant Pathologist, CMREC/BCHEPP, MSU 
 
9:30-10:30 Weed Management in Turf and Ornamental Landscapes 
 Dr. Jay McCurdy, Turfgrass Extension Specialist, PSS, MSU and Mr. Michael Richard, 

Extension Associate II, PSS, MSU 
 
10:30-10:45 Break 
 
10:45-11:30  Pesticide Safety and Regulatory Update 
 Mr. Gene Merkl, Jr., Program Coordinator, Pesticide and Herbicide Application 

Recertification and Training, BCHEPP, MSU  
  
11:30-12:15 Residential Fungicides: How They Work (illustrated with common landscape problems) 
  Dr. Alan Henn, Extension Plant Pathologist, BCHEPP, MSU 

 
12:15-1:00 Lunch (provided) 
 
1:00-1:30 Introducing: Meloidogyne incognita – What this Root-knot Nematode Could Mean for 

Mississippi Crop Production 
Ms. Clarissa Balbalian, MSU Extension Plant Disease Diagnostician, BCHEPP, MSU 

 
1:30-2:15 Insect Pests of Commercial Greenhouse and Nursery Plants 
  Dr. Blake Layton, Extension Entomologist, BCHEPP, MSU 
 
2:15-2:30 Break 
 
2:30-3:00 Protecting Honey Bees from Pesticides: What Residues are Found in Hives 
  Dr. Jeffrey Harris, Extension/Research Entomologist, BCHEPP, MSU 
 
3:00-3:45 Fire Ants: Biology and Control in Commercial Settings 
  Dr. Blake Layton, Extension Entomologist, BCHEPP, MSU 
 
3:45-4:00 Program Survey/Evaluation 
  Distributed by Dr. Rebecca Melanson, Extension Plant Pathologist, CMREC/BCHEPP, MSU 

Renewal/Recertification  
Bureau of Plant Industry 


