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Produce Safety Alliance Grower Training & GAPs Course
April 22-23, 2026, 08:15 am to 12:30 pm
Course No. MS-260422-GRRD
VIRTUAL (ZOOM)


Host: Mississippi State University Extension and Alcorn State University Extension
This effort is in collaboration with the Mississippi Department of Agriculture and Commerce (Produce Safety), the National Institute of Food and Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture, under award number 2015-70020-24397, Mississippi State University and the Mississippi State Extension Service.
Who Should Attend?
Growers, packers, Extension agents, educators, industry suppliers and others interested in learning the requirements of the Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA) Produce Safety Rule and certification. One way to satisfy § 112.22(c) which requires that at least one supervisor or responsible party from a farm subject to the FSMA Produce Safety Rule must have successfully completed food safety training at least equivalent to that received under standardized curriculum recognized as adequate by the Food and Drug Administration. This is such a curriculum.

What to Expect at the PSA Grower Training Course?
The trainers will spend approximately eight hours of instruction time covering content contained in seven modules. You must be present and participate during the whole course to be eligible for the materials and the certificate. The course will present some parts/examples related to growing, harvesting and handling produce.

April 22
	08:30 AM
	Welcome and Introductions, Pretest and Survey (online)

	08:45 AM
	Module 1: Introduction to Produce Safety 

	10:15 AM
	Module 2: Worker Health, Hygiene, and Training

	
	Break

	10:45 AM
	Module 3: Soil Amendments

	11:30 AM
	Module 4: Wildlife, Domesticated Animals, and Land Use

	12:15 AM
	Questions and end 


April 23
	08:30 AM
	Module 5: Agricultural Water – Part I: Production Water 

	09:30 AM
	Module 5: Agricultural Water – Part 2: Postharvest Water

	
	Break

	10:30 AM
	Module 6: Postharvest Handling and Sanitation 

	11:30 AM
12:00 PM
	Module 7: How to Develop a Farm Food Safety Plan
USDA GAPs and Produce Safety

	12:15 PM
	Final Questions, PSA Evaluations & SC Evaluation




In addition to learning about produce safety best practices, key parts of the FSMA Produce Safety Rule requirements are outlined within each module. There will be time for questions and discussion, so participants should come prepared to share their experiences and produce safety questions.
This training satisfies the training requirement towards requirements for MS USDA GAPs certification.
After attending the entire course, participants will be eligible to receive a certificate from the Association of Food and Drug Officials (AFDO) that verifies they have completed the training course. To receive an AFDO certificate, a participant must be present for the entire training and submit the appropriate paperwork to their trainer at the end of the course.
Pre-registration (required) (by April 10th) and costs to attend:
· Use this link to register for the course or scan the QR code: 
https://reg.extension.msstate.edu/reg/event_page.aspx?ek=0081-0004-fdca7b3819a44d10843e7bd99827c8ce  
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· There are no fees for this course (in state). Participants will receive the course, materials (including PSA manual), and other information for attending and participating in the complete course. This is estimated value at over $250 per person (for out-of-state).
· You must pre-register so that we can mail your PSA course manual. You must have your manual physically in front of you to take the course.
· What you need to participate in the course:
· Participants must have visual and audio contact throughout training, visible via webcam and able to unmute their microphones to speak.
· Complete all documents/evaluations.

Additional questions about this course contact: Webpage: https://bit.ly/3B8lROw

Juan L. Silva, Ph.D. 
Jls46@msstate.edu

Carolyn Banks
cbanks@alcorn.edu
Lara Angel
lara.angel@msstate.edu 

Angelica Abdallah, Ph.D. ama416@msstate.edu
Instructors
Dr. Juan L. Silva. Professor, BNH Dept., Mississippi State University. PSA Lead Trainer 
Dr. Angelica Abdallah Ruiz, Postdoctoral Associate, BNH Dept, MSU, PSA Lead Trainer
Ms. Lara Angel, DeSoto Co. Extension, MSU, PSA Trainer 
Dr. Carolyn Banks, Alcorn State University, PSA Trainer
Dr. Joy Anderson, Retired Extension Specialist, PSA Lead Trainer
Mr. Ron Bond, Water Quality Researcher, University of California, Davis, PSA Trainer
Dr. Bill Evans, President WBE Ag & Env Training Center, PSA Trainer
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