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PEST SNAPSHOT: Yellow Fever Mosquito (Aedes aegypti)

Dark brown/black mosquito with
white bands on legs and spots on
body. White/silver lyre- or harp-
shaped stripes on top of thorax
(A). Similar in appearance to the
commonly encountered Asian tiger
mosquito (Ae. albopictus), with single
white stripe on thorax (B).

Daytime biters (females) retreat
to vegetation to digest blood meal.
Prefer human blood.

Container breeders. Anything that
can collect rainwater (buckets,
clogged gutters, tree holes, bird
baths, etc.) is a potential breeding
spot. Prefer “cleaner” water.

Flight range only about 500 feet;
adults encountered are close to where
they were born. You often “breed the
ones that feed on you.”

More likely to be found in urban
environments than rural areas away
from human structures.

Potential vector of multiple human
disease pathogens including yellow
fever, Zika, chikungunya, and
dengue.

Have not been officially collected
and confirmed in Mississippi
since 1986, in Hinds County (C).
Present in New Orleans, Louisiana,
and Mobile, Alabama, so possible/
probable along I-10 corridor and
southern half of Mississippi.

Best controlled by treating/
eliminating breeding sources.

“Tip and toss” and larvicides. Contact

insecticide application to target
adults can be used to treat potential
harborage areas near homes.

Please submit
any yellow fever
mosquito samples
to the MSU_

Extension Insect ID

Laboratory. Scan
or click the QR

code to go to the

lab’s page.
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