Dollar Spot Disease in
Tall Fescue Pastures
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Symptoms and Identification
Dollar spot appears in the field as circular-shaped
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Management and Control
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may suffer because of the odors of decomposed tissue
caused by the disease.
The dollar spot fungus is spread to new areas mostly
through clippings or leaves transported by wind, farm
equipment (tractors, mowers, and bailers), and livestock
movement. To help prevent or reduce the severity of dollar
spot, remove livestock from the infected areas. Wash
equipment before moving from an infected tall fescue field
to an uninfected one.

Summary
In summary, dollar spot can become a problem on tall
fescue due to drought stress conditions and poor fertility
management. Currently, there is no scientific evidence
indicating that dollar spot susceptibility in tall fescue is
variety or cultivar specific. It is important that the infected
forage is removed (preferably by burning) and the fertility
managed to prevent future outbreak.

Figure 2.

Dollar Spot Disease

Healthy Tall Fescue Roots

Fungi

Figure 3.

3

Publication 2455 (POD-11-18)
By Rocky Lemus, PhD, Associate Extension/Research Professor, Plant and Soil Sciences; and Maria Tomaso-Peterson, PhD, Research Professor, Biochemistry, Molecular Biology, Entomology, and Plant Pathology.

Copyright 2018 by Mississippi State University. All rights reserved. This publication may be copied and distributed without
alteration for nonprofit educational purposes provided that credit is given to the Mississippi State University Extension Service.
Produced by Agricultural Communications.
Mississippi State University is an equal opportunity institution. Discrimination in university employment,
programs, or activities based on race, color, ethnicity, sex, pregnancy, religion, national origin, disability, age,
sexual orientation, genetic information, status as a U.S. veteran, or any other status protected by applicable law
is prohibited. Questions about equal opportunity programs or compliance should be directed to the Office of
Compliance and Integrity, 56 Morgan Avenue, P.O. 6044, Mississippi State, MS 39762, (662) 325-5839.
Extension Service of Mississippi State University, cooperating with U.S. Department of Agriculture. Published in
furtherance of Acts of Congress, May 8 and June 30, 1914. GARY B. JACKSON, Director

