Mississippi Master Gardeners

Learning, Sharing, and Growing Together

What Is the Master
Gardener Program?
The Master Gardener
volunteer program is a great
way to gain horticultural
expertise at a low cost, meet
other avid gardeners, share
gardening experiences, get
connected to the community,
and belong to a well-respected
educational organization.
It is an educational exchange program offered
through county offices of the Mississippi State University
Extension Service. Through this program, individuals are
trained and certified in horticulture and related areas. In
exchange for educational training, individuals are asked to
volunteer their time to help county Extension offices with
horticulture projects that benefit the local community.
Master Gardeners help extend the educational
arm of the university to the public by providing
horticultural information based on university research
and recommendations.

What Does the Master Gardener
Program Provide?
The Master Gardener training program provides
more than 40 hours of classroom and hands-on
instruction in horticulture and related areas. Class
instructors include Extension specialists, agents, and
other horticulture professionals.
Class topics include botany, soils, vegetables,
ornamentals, insects, diseases, and lawn care, among
others. Curriculum material will be provided to support
the classroom instruction.

What Does the Master Gardener
Program Require?
In exchange for 40-plus hours of educational training,
individuals are required to return 40 hours of volunteer
service within 1 year of their training. After the first year,
volunteers are required to return 20 hours of volunteer
service and to attend 12 hours of educational training to
remain certified as Master Gardeners.
There is a one-time $100 fee for entry into the Master
Gardener program. This fee covers the cost of refreshments,
supplies, curriculum, a name badge, and a 1-year
membership in the state Master Gardener association. It also
provides funding for future development and growth of the
county and statewide programs.

How Do I Apply?
The first step is to contact your county Extension office.
You may fill out the application form (see other side) and
mail or take it to the county office. The county Master
Gardener coordinator will let you know if there are any
upcoming training classes being offered.
Locate your county Extension office by looking under
the county name in the phone book or by visiting http://
extension.msstate.edu/county-offices.

What Are Some Sample Projects I Can Do
as a Master Gardener?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Conduct plant clinics.
Answer home horticulture questions (phone,
email, face-to-face).
Develop demonstration/teaching gardens.
Assist with research projects.
Provide leadership to county or state
organizations.
Participate in 4-H Junior Master Gardener or other
4-H gardening projects.
Act as a new class coordinator.
Participate in community beautification/landscape
projects.

Mississippi Master Gardener
Volunteer Application

Mail or take this form to your county Extension office.
Date ____________________
Name ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone ______________________________________

Email _______________________________________________________

List areas of horticulture specialty or hobbies (roses, trees, flowers, herbs, bonsai, etc.).
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
List skills or experience you could use to strengthen the program (such as public speaking, computer skills, editing,
graphic design, management, writing, youth work).
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Why do you want to become a Master Gardener?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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