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l l l l l Circuit Clerk

Summary of Office
The circuit clerk serves as the clerk of the circuit court, administers elections, and issues marriage licenses.

Number to Be Elected
One per county.

Term of Office
Nominations for election to the office of circuit clerk are made via primary elections conducted by the political parties or via a
petition of qualified electors. The general election for the office of circuit clerk is held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday
in November of general election years. The county circuit clerk is elected at-large for a 4-year term. The term of office of a circuit
clerk starts on the first Monday of January after the election.

Criteria to Run
Must reside in the county and be a qualified elector.

Duties of Office
The circuit clerk keeps a general court docket in which all names and parties in each case, plea, indictment, record from lower
courts on appeal, and other papers are entered and referenced to the minute book. The circuit clerk also has administrative
duties in the election process. The circuit clerk serves as the registrar for voters in the county. The circuit clerk issues marriage
licenses.

Additional information about this office can be found in the County Government in Mississippi book published by the Mississippi State
University Extension Service Center for Government and Community Development.



Publication 3224 (POD-06-18)
By Jason Camp, Extension Instructor, Center for Government and Community Development.

Copyright 2018 by Mississippi State University. All rights reserved. This publication may be copied and distributed without alteration for nonprofit educational purposes provided
that credit is given to the Mississippi State University Extension Service.

Produced by Agricultural Communications.

Mississippi State University is an equal opportunity institution. Discrimination in university employment, programs, or activities based on race, color, ethnicity, sex, pregnancy, religion,
national origin, disability, age, sexual orientation, genetic information, status as a U.S. veteran, or any other status protected by applicable law is prohibited. Questions about equal
opportunity programs or compliance should be directed to the Office of Compliance and Integrity, 56 Morgan Avenue, P.O. 6044, Mississippi State, MS 39762, (662) 325-5839.

Extension Service of Mississippi State University, cooperating with U.S. Department of Agriculture. Published in furtherance of Acts of Congress, May 8 and June 30, 1914. GARY B.
JACKSON, Director



