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RECENT SHRIMP DOCKSIDE PRICES IN THE GULF OF 
MEXICO STATES 

 
 
ABSTRACT  
 
In this issue, Dr. Posadas presents the nominal dockside prices of shrimp products in 
the Gulf of Mexico states since January 2018. This presentation compares nominal 
dockside prices by time period and count. The nominal dockside prices of shrimp 
products were very volatile during the pandemic. The dockside prices of count under 15, 
15-20, and 21-25 rose during the pandemic, but the two smaller sizes declined in Dec. 
2021. The dockside prices of 26-30, 30-35, 36-40, and 41-50 rose during the pandemic 
but fell starting Aug. 2021.   
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Mississippi MarketMaker Newsletter, Vol. 12, No. 4. May 2, 2022. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 Fresh and frozen seafood sales in the U.S. expanded during the pandemic 
period.  

 Fresh seafood sales in 2021 rose 4% compared to 2020 and 30.8% versus 2019, 
reaching $7.1 billion.  

 Frozen seafood sales in 2021 rose 2.8% compared to 2020 and 40.8% versus 
2019, reaching $7.2 billion. 

 Source: https://www.seafoodsource.com/.  

METHODS  

 NOAA Fisheries shrimp reports cover Gulf of Mexico states, including West 
Coast Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas.  

 Nominal dockside prices are in $/lb. The shrimp prices in this report are not yet 
deflated by any price index.  

 The time period covers from Jan. 2018 to Dec. 2021. 

 Covid-19 pandemic in the U.S. started in March 2020.  

 Shrimp count includes under 15, 15-20, 21-25, 26-30, 31-35, 36-40 and 41-50 
per pound.  

 Due to the unavailability of dockside price data in other states during the period 
covered, only the Texas shrimp data are used in this report.  

 The source of raw price data is NOAA Fisheries. 
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/sustainable-fisheries/fishery-market-
news.  

  

https://www.seafoodsource.com/news/foodservice-retail/us-fresh-frozen-seafood-retail-sales-set-records-in-2021?utm_source=marketo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_content=newsletter&mkt_tok=NzU2LUZXSi0wNjEAAAGB8xEKCfDIBTeIDYFQuP8bPk_M15Ui8JtsOFBkigF7eY4uH_27kH8WKlTvjMnLAy5veevHnvYVg74RgYQcky6pv68-1rXn9ufDoLYtwsyf3vHy
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/sustainable-fisheries/fishery-market-news
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/sustainable-fisheries/fishery-market-news


 
Mississippi State University is an equal opportunity institution. 

Page 3 of 11 
 

DOCKSIDE PRICES OF UNDER 15 COUNT SHRIMP 

 The nominal dockside price of shrimp under 15 count per pound was very volatile 
during the early pandemic.  

 It started to fall fell during the early pandemic. 

 But it continued to rise during the rest of the period under the pandemic.              
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DOCKSIDE PRICES OF 15-20 COUNT SHRIMP 

 The nominal dockside price of shrimp 15-20 count per pound was very volatile 
during the pandemic.  

 It started to fall during the first year of the pandemic. 

 It continued to rise during the second year of the pandemic. 

 But it started to fall in Dec. 2021.  
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DOCKSIDE PRICES OF 21-25 COUNT SHRIMP 

 The nominal dockside price of shrimp 21-25 count per pound was very volatile 
during the pandemic.  

 It started to fall and then rise during the first year of the pandemic. 

 It continued to rise during the second year of the pandemic. 

 But it started to fall in Dec. 2021.   
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 DOCKSIDE PRICES OF 26-30 COUNT SHRIMP 

 The nominal dockside price of shrimp 26-30 count per pound, was very volatile 
during the pandemic.  

 It started to rise and then fall during the first year of the pandemic. 

 It continued to rise during the early part of the second year of the pandemic. 

 But it started to fall in Aug. 2021.  

 

 

 

  



 
Mississippi State University is an equal opportunity institution. 

Page 7 of 11 
 

DOCKSIDE PRICES OF 31-35 COUNT SHRIMP 

 The nominal dockside price of shrimp 31-35 count per pound was very volatile 
during the pandemic.  

 It started to fall during the first year of the pandemic. 

 It continued to rise during the early part of the second year of the pandemic. 

 But it started to fall in Aug. 2021.  
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DOCKSIDE PRICES OF 36-40 COUNT SHRIMP 

 The nominal dockside price of shrimp 36-40 count per pound was very volatile 
during the pandemic.  

 It started to fall during the first year of the pandemic. 

 It continued to rise during the early part of the second year of the pandemic. 

 But it started to fall in Aug. 2021.  

 

  



 
Mississippi State University is an equal opportunity institution. 

Page 9 of 11 
 

DOCKSIDE PRICES OF 41-50 COUNT SHRIMP 

 The nominal dockside price of shrimp 41-50 count per pound was very volatile 
during the pandemic.  

 It started to fall and then rise during the first year of the pandemic. 

 It continued to rise during the early part of the second year of the pandemic. 

 But it started to fall in Aug. 2021.  
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SUMMARY OF DOCKSIDE SHRIMP PRICES  

 The source of raw price data is NOAA Fisheries. 
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/sustainable-fisheries/fishery-market-
news.  

 The nominal dockside prices of shrimp products were very volatile during the 
pandemic.  

 The dockside prices of count under 15, 15-20, and 21-25 rose during the 
pandemic, but the two smaller sizes declined starting in Dec. 2021.  

 The dockside prices of count 26-30, 30-35, 36-40, and 41-50 rose during 
pandemic but fell starting Aug. 2021.   
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