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ABSTRACT

In this issue, Dr. Posadas compiled and summarized the trends in the number, wages,
salaries, and earnings of workers and owners of marinas from 2014 to 2020. The
socioeconomic characteristics of workers and owners in 2016 and 2020 were
compared. These long-term data on seafood and full-service restaurants illustrate the
significance of the industry in the national and Gulf economies. The direct impacts of the
global pandemic on marinas are presented in annual percent changes.
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GROSS REGIONAL PRODUCT

The NAICS (2021) sector 713930 comprises establishments, commonly known
as marinas, engaged in operating docking and/or storage facilities for pleasure craft
owners, with or without one or more related activities, such as retailing fuel and marine
supplies; and repairing, maintaining, or renting pleasure boats.

The gross regional product (GRP), also called regional gross domestic product
(GDP), is the market value of all goods and services produced within a given area over
a specific period and is a good measure of the size, income, and productivity of a
regional economy (EMSI, 2021).

The GRP of marinas in the U.S. continued to rise since 2015 reaching $2.9 B in
2020. In the Gulf of Mexico (GoM) region, the GRP of marinas rose consistently since
2015 reaching more than $700 M in 2020.

U.S. GROSS REGIONAL PRODUCT OF COMMERCIAL MARINAS
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Figure 1. Gross regional product of U.S. marinas. Source of raw data: EMSI.
https://e.economicmodeling.com.
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Figure 2. Gross regional product of GoM region marinas. Source of raw data: EMSI.
https://e.economicmodeling.com.

ALABAMA GROSS REGIONAL PRODUCT OF COMMERCIAL MARINAS
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Figure 3. Gross regional product of Alabama marinas. Source of raw data: EMSI.
https://e.economicmodeling.com.

Since 2015, the GRP of marinas in Alabama continued to rise reaching its peak
at $40 M in 2020. The GRP of marinas in Mississippi rose to $7.8 M in 2020. The GRP
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of marinas in Louisiana started to decline since 2018 until 2020. In 2020, the GRP of the
marinas in Louisiana significantly fell by -5.3%.

MISSISSIPPI GROSS REGIONAL PRODUCT OF COMMERCIAL MARINAS
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Figure 4. Gross regional product of Mississippi marinas. Source of raw data: EMSI.
https://e.economicmodeling.com.

LOUISIANA GROSS REGIONAL PRODUCT OF COMMERCIAL MARINAS
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Figure 4. Gross regional product of Louisiana marinas. Source of raw data: EMSI.
https://e.economicmodeling.com.
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EMPLOYMENT AND WAGES, SALARIES, AND EARNINGS

Marinas directly provided over 53,000 jobs per year in the U.S. during the past
seven years.

About -4.4 percent of marina jobs in the U.S. were lost during the global pandemic in 2020.
The five GoM states (AL, FL, LA, MS, and TX) added about 12,000 marina jobs
during the period.

Approximately -1.7 percent of the marina jobs in the GoM were lost in 2020 during the

global pandemic.

U.S. and Gulf of Mexico States Marinas Workers & Owners
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Figure 5. U.S. and Gulf of Mexico states marina employees, self-employed, and
extended proprietors. Source of raw data: EMSI. https://e.economicmodeling.com.

Marinas provided 761 jobs per year in the Alabama (Fig. 6). Alabama lost -3.4% of

marina jobs in 2020.
Marinas created 207 jobs per year in the Mississippi. Mississippi did not lose any

marina jobs in 2020.
Marinas generated 538 jobs per year in the Louisiana. Louisiana lost -4.1% of

marina jobs in 2020.
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Northern Gulf of Mexico States Marinas Workers & Owners

Mean AL =761
Mean MS =207
Mean LA =538

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
sMS mAL mLA

Figure 6. Northern Gulf of Mexico states marina employees, self-employed, and
extended proprietors. Source of raw data: EMSI. https://e.economicmodeling.com.

U.S. and GOM States Marinas Wages, Salaries & Earnings

Wages, salaries and earnings are rising.

Mean USA = $35,000
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Figure 7. U.S. and GoM marina wages, salaries, and earnings. Source of raw data:
EMSI. https://e.economicmodeling.com.
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The combined wages, salaries, and proprietor earnings of workers and owners of
marinas averaged $35,000 per job during the past seven years (Fig. 7).

The annual pay of workers and owners of marinas in the five Gulf of Mexico States
averaged $37,000 per person or 5% more than the national average.

INDUSTRY BREAKDOWN OF EMPLOYEES AND OWNERS BY
GENDER

The 2020 industrial overview released by EMSI (April 2021) showed that
approximately 52.9% of the marina workers and owners in the U.S. are males.
In the Gulf States, 56.5% of the marina workers and owners are males (Table 1).

| I I I

Socio-Demographic Characteristics of Workers and Owners of Marinas

Industry Gender Breakdown Gulf of Mexico States

United States

Gender

2020 Jobs

2020 Percent

2020 Jobs

2020 Percent

Males

26,691

52.9%

6,949

56.5%

Females

23,746

47.1%

5,360

43.5%

Total

50,437

100.0%

12,309

100.0%

Table 1. Distribution of U.S. and Gulf of Mexico States marina employees, self-
employed, and extended proprietors by gender. Source of raw data: EMSI.
https://e.economicmodeling.com.

INDUSTRY BREAKDOWN OF EMPLOYEES AND OWNERS BY RACE
OR ETHNICITY

The 2020 industrial overview disseminated by EMSI (April 2021) also categorized
the workers and owners by race or ethnicity (Table 2).

Most of the workers in the U.S. are White (79.6%), followed by Hispanic (9.9%),

African American (6.5%), & Asian (2.2%).
The rest are with two or more races (1.4%), Native Hawaiian (0.1%), & American

Indian (0.3%).
In the Gulf States, relatively more Hispanic (17.3%) and African American (9.8%)
workers and owners are involved in the marina industry.
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% Fewer White (69.3%) and Asian (2.3%) workers and owners are engaged in marinas
in the Gulf States.

I I I I
Socio-Demographic Characteristics of Workers and Owners of Marinas

Industry Race Breakdown United States Gulf of Mexico States

Race/Ethnicity

2020 Jobs

2020 Percent

2020 Jobs

2020 Percent

White

40,165

79.6%

8,529

69.3%

Hispanic or Latino

4,997

9.9%

2,132

17.3%

Black or African American

3,258

6.5%

1,204

9.8%

Asian

1,104

2.2%

282

2.3%

Two or More Races

719

1.4%

136

1.1%

American Indian or Alaska Native

166

0.3%

21

0.2%

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander

27

0.1%

5

0.0%

Total

50,437

100.0%

12,309

100.0%

Table 2. Distribution of marina employees, self-employed, and extended proprietors by
race or ethnicity. Source of raw data: EMSI. https://e.economicmodeling.com.

Relatively higher percentages of workers and owners of marinas in the U.S. were
observed among Hispanic and African American workers and owners in 2020 as

compared in 2016.

Lower proportion was detected among White and Asian workers and owners of
marinas in the U.S. in 2020 as compared in 2016.

INDUSTRY BREAKDOWN OF EMPLOYEES AND OWNERS BY AGE

The 2020 industrial overview published by EMSI (April 2021) also classified the
workers and owners by age (Table 3).

s 7.8% of the U.S. marina workers and owners are 65 + years old.

13.9% of the workers and owners were 55-64 years old.

The 45-54 years old group added 15.2.

The 35-44 years old consisted of 19.5%.

The 25-34 years old added 23.0%.

19-24 years old workers and owners consisted of 13.2%.
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% The youngest employees and owners comprised 7.4%.

% Workers and owners of marinas in the Gulf States are relatively older than the
national average.
% U.S. and Gulf marina workers and owners averaged 39.5 and 40.7 y.o., respectively.

I I |

| Socio-Demographic Characteristics of Workers and Owners of Marinas

Industry Age Breakdown United States Gulf of Mexico States

Age

2020 Jobs

2020 Percent

2020 Jobs

2020 Percent

1418

3,753

7.4%

672

5.5%

19-24

6,663

13.2%

1,583

12.9%

25-34

11,625

23.0%

2,721

22.1%

35-44

9,811

19.5%

2,393

19.4%

45-54

7,657

15.2%

2,079

16.9%

55-64

6,992

13.9%

1,816

14.8%

65+

3,936

7.8%

1,044

8.5%

Total

50,437

100.0%

12,309

100.0%

Average Age (yr)

39.54

40.71

Table 3. Distribution of marina employees, self-employed, and extended proprietors by
age group. Source of raw data: EMSI. https://e.economicmodeling.com. \

Relatively more 65 & above, 25-34, 19-24, and 14-18 years-old marina workers and
owners in the U.S. were reported in 2020.

However, there was a decline among 55-64, 45-54, and 35-44 years-old marina
workers and owners in the U.S. in 2020.

On average, U.S. workers and owners in marinas are relatively older in 2020 (33.8
y.0.) compared in 2016 (33.7 y.0.).

SUMMARY

Marinas in the U.S. provided over 50,000 jobs during the past two years, but the
global pandemic eliminated -4.4% in 2020.

The Covid-19 global pandemic also caused significant reductions in marina jobs of
workers and owners in 2020 in the Gulf region and individual states.

The annual gross regional product of marinas in the U.S. recently reached over $2.8
B and not affected by the global pandemic in 2020.
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MY ECONOMICS OUTREACH ON MARINAS

Posadas, B.C. 2021. Marinas in the United States and the Gulf of Mexico Region.
Mississippi MarketMaker Newsletter, Vol. 11, No. 9.

Posadas, B.C. 2021. Commercial Marinas in Mississippi and Alabama Gulf Coasts.
Mississippi MarketMaker Newsletter, Vol. 10, No. 3.

Posadas, B.C. 2015. Suggested Approach to Estimate Economic Impacts of
Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant Research, Education, and Outreach Programs.
MSU Extension publication 2883.

Posadas, B.C. 2015. Economic Sectors Targeted by the Mississippi- Alabama Sea
Grant Research, Extension, Education, and Outreach Programs. MSU Extension
publication 2846.

SUGGESTED CITATION

Posadas, B.C. Marinas in the United States and Gulf of Mexico Region. Mississippi
MarketMaker Newsletter, Vol. 11, No. 10. October 5, 2021.
http://extension.msstate.edu/newsletters/mississippi-marketmaker.

Mississippi State University is an equal opportunity institution.

Page 10 of 10



https://extension.msstate.edu/newsletters/mississippi-marketmaker
http://extension.msstate.edu/newsletters/mississippi-marketmaker/2020/vol-10-no-3-commercial-marinas-mississippi-and-alabama-gulf
https://extension.msstate.edu/publications/publications/suggested-approach-estimate-economic-impacts-mississippi-alabama-sea-grant
https://extension.msstate.edu/publications/publications/suggested-approach-estimate-economic-impacts-mississippi-alabama-sea-grant
https://extension.msstate.edu/publications/publications/suggested-approach-estimate-economic-impacts-mississippi-alabama-sea-grant
https://extension.msstate.edu/publications/publications/suggested-approach-estimate-economic-impacts-mississippi-alabama-sea-grant
https://extension.msstate.edu/publications/publications/economic-sectors-targeted-the-mississippi-alabama-sea-grant-research
https://extension.msstate.edu/publications/publications/economic-sectors-targeted-the-mississippi-alabama-sea-grant-research
http://extension.msstate.edu/newsletters/mississippi-marketmaker

